
ELEMENTARY FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 
March 29 – Malachi the Prophet 

Bible Passage:    Malachi 
Main Point:     Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. 
Key Passage:    1 Peter 5:10 
Big Picture Question:  Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything in 

heaven and on earth. 

PARENT’S BIBLE STUDY: 
(For you to read for your own studying to lead you into preparation for teaching) 

After many years living as prisoners in Babylon, God’s people had returned to Judah. They had worked 
hard and overcome opposition to rebuild the temple and the walls around Jerusalem. Surely God would 
restore them … finally! But nothing happened. As they waited, they faced drought and economic 
uncertainty. God’s people probably didn’t feel like God had blessed them at all. 

“It is useless to serve God,” they said. “What have we gained by keeping his requirements?” (Mal. 3:14). 
Did God still care? It wasn’t long until God’s people fell back into the same patterns of sin that led to 
their exile in the first place: idolatry, covetousness, hypocrisy, arrogance, and abuse of the poor. 

But God did still love His people. He had been working out His divine plan of redemption, and He never 
gave up on them. God sent a message to His people through the prophet Malachi. 

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He spoke to God’s people approximately 100 years 
after the end of the Babylonian captivity. Malachi’s message from God was a wake-up call. 

God communicated through Malachi that the people’s lack of blessing didn’t mean that God didn’t care. 
God exposed His people’s sin and made clear that their actions merited a curse. God’s people needed 
to repent and turn back to God. “But for you who fear my name,” God said, “the sun of righteousness 
will rise with healing in its wings” (Mal. 4:2). 

Explain to kids that 400 years of silence followed Malachi’s prophecy; God did not communicate to His 
people. This period brings us to the New Testament, when the silence would be broken by the last 
prophet before Jesus, John the Baptist. His words about Jesus in John 1:29 offered hope to all who 
heard: “Here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 



OPENING CROWD BREAKER QUESTION:   
Ask your children to share about a time they helped prepare for company coming over. 

Say • It’s important to prepare for someone who is coming to stay with you. You may even want to 
prepare a special meal. Today we’re going to hear that Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare 
for the Messiah. This was no ordinary house guest! Let’s get ready to hear more. 

OPENING ACTIVITY :      “CRAZY DIRECTIONS” 
Create a sign with a large arrow on it. Instruct your kids to stand on one side of the room. They must get 
to the other side, but they must follow the direction that the arrow is pointing. Continue directing them 
around the room by changing which way the arrow is pointing. After many twists and turns, let them 
reach the wall on the other side of the room. Play another round, but this time allow the kids to walk 
straight to the opposite wall with a straight path.  

Say • Was it frustrating for you when I kept changing the direction of the arrow? In our story today, we’ll 
hear that Malachi prophesied about a messenger who would come from God. This messenger would 
point people to Jesus and help make their paths straight. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE STORY: 
Share • Last week we heard that God’s people repented and promised to be faithful. As often happens, 
God’s people chose sin once more. They turned away from God and turned toward selfishness instead. 
In our story today we’ll learn that Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the Messiah.  
Let’s watch the bible story now. 

BIBLE LESSON:  
Share •  Have you ever seen a sign that said, “Warning: Road Closed Ahead” while we were driving in 
the car? Do you think it would be very smart to keep driving? Of course not! I would probably end up 
crashing our car because of a big hole in the road. Warning signs are meant to keep us safe and help us 
make the right choice about what to do.  

The Bible has warnings too. God loves us and wants us to make choices that honor Him. The Book of 
Malachi contains lots of warnings. People were sinning and had turned their backs on God. In this short 
book, God warned the people that a day was coming when He would judge them for their sin. He was 
essentially telling them that they faced danger ahead. It was time to stop and turn around—to turn back 
to God.  

Malachi called God’s people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. God sent a prophet to point out the 
people’s sin because He loved them. God knew that the way His people were living was hurting them. 
Their hearts did not fully love Him. God knows what is best for us; He is best for us! He wants to restore 
our broken, sinful hearts and bring us back to Him. 
Connecting It To Christ 



Share •  Malachi was a messenger—a prophet—who told God’s people to repent. Malachi also told 
about another messenger God would send. This messenger, John the Baptist, would call people to 
repent and get them ready for a final Messenger, Jesus Christ. Jesus would bring good news of 
salvation. Four hundred years would go by between the last words of Malachi and the beginning of the 
New Testament. The next time God spoke directly to people, it would be through angels proclaiming 
the births of two special babies. 

BIBLE STORY DISCUSSION: 
Help your children find the Book of Malachi. Explain that Malachi is a minor prophet in the Old 
Testament. It is the last book of the Old Testament, and there were 400 years in between the prophecies 
of Malachi and the prophet John the Baptist. That means God’s people did not have any prophetic 
messages from God for 400 years! 

Discuss the following questions with your children and discuss them together: 
• Who was the last prophet in the Old Testament? (Malachi) 
• What kind of sacrifices were the people offering? (They brought lame or sick animals, Mal. 1:8) 
• God promised that when the Messiah comes the righteous would jump like what kind of animal? 

(calves, Mal. 4:2) 
• Why was God so unhappy with the people’s sacrifices? Lead your kids to see that God’s people 

were going through the motions of worship, but their hearts were not in it. By offering sick and 
lame animals, they communicated that they did not believe God deserved their best. They were 
trying to save their best animals for themselves. God always deserves our best.  

• When is it easy to obey God? When is it difficult to obey Him? Guide your kids to see that 
obedience is easier when our hearts are full of love for God and those around us love Him too. 
Help them see that obedience can be difficult when we are surrounded by people who do not 
love God. But God promises to be with us and strengthen us. He promises that the reward will be 
great for our obedience.  

• What can we do when we realize that we are living in sin? When we confess our sin to God, we 
can ask Him to restore us. Jesus had paid the price for our sin once and for all, so we can have 
forgiveness through Him.  

Share • God’s people had grown lazy. It would have been better if they locked up the temple so the 
people couldn’t make empty sacrifices. God wants us to worship Him out of love. Malachi called God’s 
people to repent to prepare for the Messiah. 

REFLECTION AND PRAYER: 
Distribute a sheet of paper to each of your children. Ask them to write about or draw a picture to answer 
the following questions: 

• What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 
• What does this story teach me about myself? 
• Whom can I tell about this story?  
• Who can we be praying for during this time of crisis?


